Quality Payment Program — COVID-19 Response

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has extended the 2019 Merit-based
Incentive Payment System (MIPS) data submission deadline from March 31 by 30 days to April
30, 2020 to provide relief to clinicians responding to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. In addition, the MIPS automatic extreme and uncontrollable circumstances policy will
apply to MIPS eligible clinicians who do not submit their MIPS data by the April 30, 2020
deadline.

Frequently Asked Questions
What Is the MIPS automatic extreme and uncontrollable circumstances policy?

Beginning with the 2017 performance period,! we established an automatic extreme and
uncontrollable circumstances policy in MIPS for clinicians affected by natural disasters and
emergencies. Clinicians affected by these extreme and uncontrollable circumstances may have
their performance categories reweighted and potentially receive a neutral payment adjustment.

What does the MIPS automatic extreme and uncontrollable circumstances policy
for COVID-19 mean for me in the 2019 performance period?

CMS has determined that the MIPS automatic extreme and uncontrollable circumstances policy
will apply to MIPS eligible clinicians who do not submit their 2019 MIPS data by the April 30,
2020 extended deadline.

If you are a MIPS eligible clinician and do not submit any MIPS data by April 30, 2020, you
won'’t




Under the automatic extreme and uncontrollable circumstances policy,

the Cost performance category will always be weighted at 0%, even if
you submit data for the other performance categories.



https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/572/2018%20Targeted%20Review%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
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